ND - "RY

« gntertainment - life BROOKLYN

HEALTH&
BEAUTY
ISSUE

FROM BEYONCE'S
COSMETOLOGY
CENTER TO
BREAKTHROUGH
SKINCARE TO THE
BKLYN BRIDGE AS
THE ULTIMATE GYM!

A $600,000
TIMEPIECE FOR
THE JET SET

PARK SLOPE STAR
CHEF MICHAEL GIBNEY
LISTS HIS BOROUGH
KITCHEN FAVES

AMERON

{E TO BE THE ACTRESS WHO
MORE $100 MILLION FILMS
2?7 THIS 21-YEAR TINSELTOWN
GIVES US THE SCOOP ON STAYING

~ POWERFUL...AND RELEVANT

LD




HOME DESIGN

“(foe Afafréi 6@%{?{5

THIS STUNNING POOL HOUSE ON CONNECTICUT'S LAKE WARAMAUG
COMBINES A BARN-LIKE COUNTRY AESTHETIC WITH MODERM LINES AMD FURNISHINGS

BY MATT SCANLON = PHOTOS BY JOHH KANE / SILVER SUM STUDIO
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The concept of a pool house, even
t-l'll' !h':h'\-é' wil h &4l |-|:||.'||"|1I! !’lll'll‘l'h .'I:IH! [ lglm il | o
tive to manage the endeavor in a dedt way,
rarely gets executed bevond a relatively
simiple cabana and barbecue area as sur-
rounding elements of the main squatic
event. What architect James Dixon was
offered however, in designing a pool house
on 6 20-aere estate in Connecticul’'s

Litchfeld Hills, was a chanee to, essen-
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tially, basild & home outside of a bome

one thal embraced leisure, modernity,
and livability in one artiul swoop. The
resull is one of the most inspired pheces
of recreational design we've encountened
(ot least because it mimics the look of a
rechiimed barn, thowgh is an entirely new
construction), and not surprisingly. was
a Dhsign Excellenoe Award winner from

the American Institute of Architects of

Eastern Mew York. The Design Awards
IIJ:I':\' |'|rill"-|."1| s :IIH'I.I‘T"HITII!II.H] I.Ij- "-Ii'i'l:.
contemporary interior features into a
classic barn form, saying. “It is an ele-
gant marriage of the timber frame with
wiell-proportioned and organized mod-
orn clements.” The Jury also noted that
the building, =...exhibits a lovely clarity of
form and detail, based on the traditional

rural frm vernacular®



INDUSTRY: What wat your process?
What needed to be done structurally?
Ansthotically?

James Dixon: Selecting the site was the
first step, We wanted full southem expo-
sure for the peol, and the ability to enjoy
distant views of the surrounding coun-

trvside, It was also important that the
building be nestled comfortably in the
landscape. From the beginning, the client
liked the dea of a vernacular barn form,
but we all agreed the interior should fea-
ture modern clements, The kitchen and
bath are contained in & large millwork
cube which does not engage with the
structural frame. The custom steel and
glass doors also add interest.

INDUSTRY: How else did the design
respond to the site?

Jb: The pavilion featlures an exposed,
customedesigned timber frame built with
reclaimed antique beams, Stee] and glass
deors open on three sides of the build-
ing to catch breeses and take advaniage

of the changing light throughout the day.
A Iill"“l;" serid e ]':-nrl:h pmviqlr\ Spie
tacular views of the countryside. When
seen from a distance, the project resem-
bles a group of farm buildings, but with
the sliding doors open, the pavilion has
a streamlined, modern flair. The result
i% & structure versatile enough Lo accom-
modate children in wet swimsuits by day
and an elegant candlelit dinner by night.
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INDUSTRY: What envircnmental con-
siderations were in mind as far as the
chaolce of construction materials or
awerall ﬂi!igrﬂ'

2B The cusbom timber irame was crafied
from reclabmed wood beams. [t nod only
adds a satisfying patina to the building,
but also increases the sustainability of
the project.

INDUSTRY: What are the views and nat-
ural light like, and to what extent did
they influence your cholces?

JO: The views were eribical in siting the
structure., We worked closely with land-
scape architect Dirk Sabin, who was
instrurnental in establishing a viewshed
tir distant Lake Whramasg The sereened
porch was specifically located 1o capture
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INDUSTRY: What was the biggest chal-
lenge ovarall?

JD: Trving to convinee the client to let
me apend the summer here [laughs). 1

I.Iil.ll'lll Wll'i't'l.'i'l:r.

INDUSTRY: And the biggest budget
hurdle?

Jor We hired Peter Kirkiles to hand-
build the custom steel and glass doors,
some of which are sixteen fect hi;lﬂ'l. I
would have been much cheaper to sim-
ply pick out standard doors, but we knew
wi nocded somcthing spoecial here. The
clients were willing to splurge, know-
:in-g1|'.u_=_1.' W SUppOrting bisesa] el spmwemy

and getling & unique product. «

Extalliched In 1999, James Dizon Architect PC spe-
clalipes in hisgh-end residestial architeclvne and
dieign, incheding hitboric prevervalion, apartment
renovaltena, and new cobslry bomes for cheenls i New
York City; Dwicheess Counly aod Columbia Comaty, NYC
ot bicul: the Beriabares: and ciber kacations in
the U5, sad Ewrope. Dinca is 3 member of the WS
Greca Building Council (WSGEC), sad prowides LEED-
Afcnedited Prolestionsl detign services. More infor-
mabion cia be lognd of JDyxsadrchitectoom or by
Calling S 352 6400,
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