For a New York couple with a grown
daughter, a weekend residence in northwest
Connecticut had long been a place of quiet
retreat. As this brood added a son-in-law—
and welcomed plans for a grandchild—the
family decided to expand their nest. After
hearing rave reviews from a neighbor about
a lakefront project recently completed by
AD100 firm Carrier and Company and
architect James Dixon, they invited the two
studios to reunite—and to turn their hilltop
Colonial into a family heirloom.
Jesse Carrier, who oversees Carrier and
Company with his wife, Mara Miller, notes
that the client fully embraced a collaborative
process. “They were almost like partners in
the project,” Carrier says of brainstorming
sessions and design reviews. Besides infusing
the project with a loving spirit, the group
dynamic revealed solutions for the pending
renovation. Lively meetings in the old
kitchen, for example, proved that the room
had to grow significantly to comfortably
accommodate such cohorts.
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In the kitchen’s sitting area, a
custom L-shaped sofa by Luther
Quintana sits beneath a corner
window finished in Schumacher
Montallegro linen.
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Besides enlarging the kitchen, the Carrier-Dixon
team duplicated other room types. The residence
now encompasses primary bedroom suites on
the ground and second floors, respectively, as
well as a pair of laundries and separate living and
family rooms. “There was a lot of sensitivity to nap
times, multiple schedules, and different interests,
so that everybody could be comfortable without
overstepping or irritating other family members
under one roof,” Carrier explains. The changes
involved not only building onto the house, but
also reconfiguring the existing floor plan. Where
ground-floor common rooms once flowed into
one another without interruption, today spaces for
lounging and eating appear more discrete.
If this compartmentalizing of functions suggests
formality, Carrier points to several techniques that
prevent the home from feeling buttoned up. The
all-new screened-in porch and a fully reconfigured
attic host casual living vignettes. Throughout the
house, walls not covered in millwork or wallpaper
are finished in a rustic hand-troweled plaster.

A pale blue hallway adds another cool note to the mix.

The furnishings are a mix of existing possessions
and Carrier and Company introductions. For
these selections, the interior design firm leaned
toward materials like wicker and painted wood
that exude informality. Their finds also include a
pair of 1940s-era Danish chairs that encapsulate, in
Carrier’s words, “our approach of making a home
feel like it’s been collected over the course of the
homeowners’ lives. Here, we had two lifetimes of
things to consider.”

“When the homeowners’ family expanded,

they knew it was time to add more space to
their cherished retreat.”

Fresh air blows inside thanks
to these glass doors.
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The family’s matriarch and patriarch retreat to a ground-floor
bedroom suite where Highland House’s Mia bed is upholstered
in a Rogers & Goffigon fabric. Luther Quintana reupholstered the
adjacent sofa in fabric by Rose Tarlow. Chelsea Textiles’ Small
Bureau stands between them.

A palette of blues is the unifying thread—between
renovation and ground-up construction, formal and
informal, parent and child, or between a familiar
object and a new arrival. “It wasn’t necessarily our
pitch,” Carrier says of the overarching hue. “Rather,
it was something the family could always agree on,
and often their vision was more powerful than my
own. It was just beautiful to see it all come together.”
Reflecting more broadly, he adds: “Mara and I are a
family business, and it is kind of ingrained in us that
certain design choices can correspond to where you
are in your life.”

ABOVE - A Waterworks Santry freestanding tub with Highgate fittings
anchors the primary bathroom downstairs. Carrier and Company chose
White Dove paint by Benjamin Moore for the shiplap and covered the
upper surfaces in Lookout Point, also by Benjamin Moore.
LEFT - Manilla Hemp grasscloth from Phillip Jeffries ensconces the
second floor’s primary bedroom. A Blythe upholstered bed from
Highland House rests upon a custom Elizabeth Eakins wool flatweave.
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ABOVE - The den is a space of mirror images—pairs of George Smith Edwardian
Chairs, Paul Ferrante Sussex End Tables, and Visual Comfort Carter Large Table
Lamps are centered on the client’s reupholstered sofa. A Century Furniture
ottoman is covered in Lee Jofa Lille Linen.
OPPOSITE - The butler’s pantry is bathed in Benjamin Moore Iceberg and
illuminated by Vaughan’s Zurich Lantern. The client’s own ladder fronts
cabinetry by Prutting + Co. and Nicholas Woodworking.
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OPPOSITE - The house expansion overseen by
James Dixon included the addition of a screened-in
porch that Carrier and Company filled with Lloyd
Flanders pieces from Walters Wicker. Perennials
Rough ’N Tumble fabric covers the seating.
Checkered and solid pillows are from Montage
Antiques and DeLany and Long, respectively.
RIGHT - A light-filled entry to the home.
OPPOSITE - Seating options abound, especially in
dining areas indoors and out.
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